Sn. 10/576,232 



Attorney Docket No. URBA:004 



IN THE CLAIMS 

The status of the claims as presently amended is as follows: 

1-21. (Cancelled) 

22. (Currently Amended) An image printing system according to claim 25, hav i ng a 
p l ura li ty of i mago output apparatuses, each apparatus hav i ng an i nput o l omont for i nputt i ng 
i mag e data, an i nstruct i on ele m e nt for i nstruct i ng by an op e rator to pr i nt out[;], and a pr i nt i ng 
ele m e nt for pr i nt i ng out i mag e data us i ng a pr i nt i ng d e v i c e , compr i s i ng: 

ass i gn i ng ele m e nt for ass i gn i ng th e i mage data to th e pr i nt i ng d e v i c e of at le ast on e of 
th e i mag e output apparatus e s, wh e r e wherein the assigning element preferentially assigns the 
image data to be printed to the printing device that has printed out the least number of image 
data among the printing devices. 

23. (Currently Amended) An image printing system according to claim 25, hav i ng a 
p l ura li ty of i mag e output apparatus e s, e ach apparatus hav i ng an i nput ele m e nt for i nputt i ng 
i mago data, an i nstruct i on o l omont for i nstruct i ng by an operator to pr i nt out, and a pr i nt i ng 
o l omont for pr i nt i ng out i mago data us i ng a pr i nt i ng dov i co, compr i sing: 

an ass i gn i ng o l omont for ass i gn i ng tho i mago data to tho pr i nt i ng dov i co of at l oast ono 
of tho i mago output apparatuses, whoro wherein the assigning element assigns the same image 
data to the same printing device. 

24. (Currently Amended) An image printing system according to claim 25, hav i ng a 
p l ura li ty of i mago output apparatuses, oach apparatus hav i ng an i nput o l omont for i nputt i ng 
i mago data, an i nstruct i on o l omont for i nstructing by an operator to pr i nt out, and a pr i nt i ng 
ele m e nt for pr i nt i ng out i mag e data us i ng a pr i nt i ng d e v i c e , compr i s i ng: 

an ass i gn i ng ele m e nt for ass i gn i ng th e i mag e data to th e pr i nt i ng d e v i c e of at le ast on e 
of th e i mag e output apparatus e s, wh e r e wherein the assigning element assigns a smaller 
percentage of image data to a certain printing device than to other printing devices. 

25. (Currently Amended) An image printing system having a plurality of image output 
apparatuses, each apparatus having an input element for inputting image data, an instruction 
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element for instructing by an operator to print out, a printing element for printing out image data 
using a printing device, and removal opening corresponding to the printing device, comprising: 

an assigning element for assigning the image data to the printing device of at least one 
of the image output apparatuses; and 

a printed item conveying device for conveying printed items to a prodotorm i nod the 
removal opening of the image output apparatus instructed by the operator . 

26. (Currently Amended) An image printing system according to claim 25, further 
comprising a removal-opening open close element for opening an open and close flap of the 
pr e d e t e rm i n e d removal opening of the image output apparatus instructed by the operator and 
closing those of all other removal openings. 

27. (Currently Amended) An image output method performed by an image printing 
system having a plurality of image output apparatuses, each apparatus having an input element 
for inputting image data, an instruction element for instructing by an operator to print out, a 
printing element for printing out image data using a printing device, and a removal opening 
corresponding to the printing device, comprising: 

assigning the image data to the printing devices of at least one of the image output 
apparatuses; and 

conveying printed items to a prodotorminod the removal opening of the image output 
apparatus instructed by the operator among tho romova l open i ngs . 

28-42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Previously Presented) A recording medium on which is recorded a program which 
causes a computer to function as the an image printing systerr^ accord i ng to c l a i m 25. having a 
plurality of image output apparatuses, each apparatus having an input element for inputting 
image data, an instruction element for instructing by an operator to print out, a printing element 
for printing out image data using a printing device, and removal opening corresponding to the 
printing device, wherein the image printing system comprises : 

an assigning element for assigning the image data to the printing device of at least one 
of the image output apparatuses; and 
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a printed item conveying device for conveying printed items to the removal opening oj_ 
the image output apparatus instructed by the operator . 
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